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Hokkaido Winter Landscape Tour 2020 Travelogue 3

his week we conclude |
our three-part series

to walk you through =
our antics as | traveled with
a wonderful group of
photogrophers on my 2020
Hokkaido Winter
Landscape Photography
Tour.

As with previous days, we
were lucky to get a flurry of
snow to cover the ground | =
sufficiently to provide the
beautiful scenes that we !
were hoping for, and that
I'd been concerned that we
might not get, with us
having the warmest winter
for 60 years this year.
Having just gotten back
from the first of my Jopan &
Wildlife trips in Hokkaido, =
I'm happy to say that we |
haod a cold front come in
for most of the time we
were up there, and there’s _
another forecast for next P TRl
week when | set out for my ' |
third and final Japan trip of

the year.

Souya Harbor
Boats 2020

We pick up the trail on day
eight of my Landscape Tour
today though, as we left
Wakkanai and headed first for the fishing ports
near Cape Souya, and the northern-most tip of
Japan, so let’s look at a shot from there to
start with. As you can see, the snow wasn’t

deep, but it was enough, and quite clean at this
spot too, without much grass showing through.
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I've processed most of my images from this
trip in black and white, as | feel that it suits the
subject matter most of the time. | also like to
see q little conformity in the sets of images that
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[ come back from these trips with, although as
we'll see later, there were a few shots towards
the end of the trip that, in my opinion, worked
better in color.
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Sawaki Port Tetrapods

The next photograph, on the other hand, was shot on
medium format black and white film, so [ don’t really
have a choice, but | think these images suit the
Hokkaido Landscape work really well. For this [ used an
ND400 which gives me 8.6 stops of darkness for a 60-
second exposure at f/16, to enable me to smooth over
the sea like this. | had an ND8 and ND400 filter custom
made here in Japan, to fit on the bayonet filter holder
on my Rolleiflex to make this possible.

There’s a little more grain in the sky than I'd like, but I
was just about getting to grips with the Rodinal
developer chemicals by this point, and the SilverFast
scanning software that | have also been using on
recommendation is producing grainier scans than I'd
like, but I guess this is more natural grain in the film,
and my Canon scanning software is cleaning that up
more, rather than SilverFast introducing it. Still, the six
rolls of film that I developed and scanned during my
week at home between the two trips was probably the
biggest learning experience since | started shooting
and developing my own film again a few months ago.

Sawaki Port Rocks and Sea

Shortly after the previous shot, at the end of day eight,
[ shot this image on the same beach, this time with my
EOS R and, if [ recall correctly, by this time, it was dark
enough to give me a 2-second exposure without any
filters on. [ used a Bluetooth remote for my camera to
time my shots perfectly for the drawing out of the
waves, as this gives better texture and patterns in the
water than the waves coming in.
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Sawaki Port at Sunrisg

The following morning, back in the port on day

nine, the tide was further out, and there was a
coating of frost on all of the rocks, so I got do :
low for this next shot, shortly after the sun had
risen. With the sun’s disk in the frame, I allowed it
to overexpose slightly, as did a little of the water F
with the sun reflecting on it, but at that exposure
the dynamic range of my camera was pler to
still capture lots of ¢
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Pancake Ice and Tetrapods

As we drew closer to the time that we were planning to leave the beach, we
noticed some pancake ice forming on the surface of the seaq, so [ grabbed a
number of shots with the three tetrapod pyramid tops sticking out the water,
Qs you can see here.

It's a cool phenomenon, as the sea starts to freeze and form the little circles
of ice. It didn’t feel cold enough for this to form, but I guess that’s because
we are all wrapped up to protect ourselves from the elements. Plus, [ warm
up a great deal when I'm photographing things, as opposed to just standing
around in the cold. Later in the day we went for a drive around the area but
the warm winter was not helping with the landscape, so we went back to the
hotel and did a few hours of workshops, before heading back down into the
port for another quick shoot before the sun went down.
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Snow, Rocks and
Tetrapods

The following morning though, the
snow came to our rescue, so we
initially photographed the port one last
time for this trip, as it was presenting
us with a slightly different opportunity
with the snow-covered tetrapods that
you see here. [deally, I'd have moved
to my right a little more here to get
better separation between the two
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tetrapods near the middle of the
frome, but one of my guests was in
that spot, and the guests always take
oreference. It's fine though, and I still
really like this shot.

The snow running right down to the
water’s edge shows how calm the sea
was on this final visit, and that also
ollowed the snow to settle on the
tetrapods and rocks rather than being
washed away, which is what usually
happens.

‘7
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Okoppe Winter Wonderland

We were planning to move on to our final location
for the last two days of the tour, but there was no
way we’d have gotten out of town without spending
more time shooting the beautiful scenes that the
previous day had not delivered, and you can see

what [ mean in this next image. This is not hoar
frost, although it looks like it. I've seen this happen
before at this location a few years ago, so I'd had
my fingers crossed.

It's very fine snow that has stuck to the trees and
coated the land and other foliage. The bamboo
grasses in the foreground give you an idea of what

[ mean too. On the previous day the soil had been
showing through on the fields, and the trees were
black and pretty bleak. This Winter Wonderland-
style scene, on the other hand, is the sort of thing
that I love to encounter on this trip, and we were
fortunate to get this on this visit, with it being so
warm compared to most other years.
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Okoppe Silo

The snow started to melt off the trees relatively quickly,
so this is one of the last shots [ got from this morning, of
a silo in a farmer’s field, albeit a little bit of a Christmas
Card type of a scene, and | mean that in a somewhat
negative sense. Still, it's a pleasing shot and helps to
illustrate the conditions, so 1 thought I'd include this
before we move on.

Note that these two images are some of the few that |
left in color, as | mentioned earlier because | really felt
that their color added something to the images. [ used to
remove the color in images when it got in the way, but
for a number of years now, especially with this trip, my
default is to convert to black and white, and | only leave
images in color when | feel that the color is adding

something to the scene.
Copyright © 2020 - All Rights Reserved
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Fishing Boats at Toetoko Port

It was back to fishing boats for much of the last two days
of the trip, as we visited a fishing port on the Saroma
Lake. We had a smattering of snow again, helping to
clean things up, and [ loved the sky that we had on our
first visit, as you can see here.
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This once again shows how useful it is to Expose to the
Right, to control the highlights and protect the shadows.
Without using this technique, which you can read about
more in Episode 381, the shadows fall too dark to give
much definition. By using this technique, the boats come
out of the shadows easily with the Shadows slider in
Capture One Pro and Lightroom etc.
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Toetoko Fishing Boats

We are going to conclude this travelogue series with what |
believe is a fitting film shot, of the boats at the same fishing
port. Again, I'm really happy that the film I’'m using, which for
this trip turned out to be exclusively Rollei RPX 100, is giving me
such similar results to how [ process my digital work in black
and white. Apart from the square format and more apparent
grain, these images feel very similar to me, and shooting film
on this trip was a lot of fun.

I actually thought that I'd need to mollycoddle my now 55-
year-old Rolleiflex, to protect it from the elements, but having
gotten it wet on a number of occasions, although | did wipe it
down, I'm happy to report that it did not rust, and is still as
shiny as ever. a True tribute to German craftsmanship. Note
that I have used my new script for assigning and updating the
EXIF data on my scanned film, so if you click on these images
(on the blog) you'll see the shooting information, just like my
digitally shot images. | have a few more tweaks to make, but |
hope to be able to share that in March, when the dust settles
after my winter tours.

I've also spent the last few days working on an update to my
Photographer’s Friend app for iOS. | was contacted with a
request to add a couple of medium format sensor sizes
between 35mm and the 645 format, which ['ve done. In the
process though, I updated the ap to the latest version of
Swift, the programing language used to create it, and then
decided to add a Light and Dark theme throughout the app,
and a few other tweaks.

If I can overcome a few remaining issues that I'm working on,
[ hope to submit the update to Apple before leaving for my
third trip of the season next weekend, so stay tuned for that
if you have version three of the Photographer’s Friend, as it
will be a free update. I will not be updating version two, and
you can see which you have by tapping on the About
Photographer’s Friend link at the bottom of the Help menu.

One other thing to keep your eyes out for is that although the
night view has been replaced by the more comprehensive
dark theme, you can still switch themes easily by simply
shoking your device, and that’s useful if you are using the
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app at night and want to protect your night vision. I also think that the
dark theme looks great anyway. By default, Photographer’s Friend will
now simply follow your system preferences unless you shake it.

Hokkaido Winter Landscape
Photography Adventure Tour

We'll wrap it up there for this week though. If you are interested in
joining the Landscape tour in 2021 or future years, check out the tour
page at https://mbp.ac/hlpa.
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This article was first published on Feb 11, 2020
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