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oday, I've selected ten images from the

last three days of my 2024 Complete

Namibia Tour, all from the Etosha
National Park. Etosha is a very special African
National Park in that, for most of the year, it
isn't a lush green oasis
for the wildlife. It’'s an
excellent representation
of Namibia as a country,
as it's mostly arid, dry
land, and the animals
have all adapted to harsh
conditions. This has
become ever more so
over the last few years as
Namibia continues to be
in the grip of a drought
that doesn’t look set to
ease up soon.
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Elephant
Approach

We start today with a
photo from the
Okaukuejo water hole, at
which a herd of zebra
seems to pay their
respects to an
approaching elephant. A
strange dynamic always
comes into play when an
elephant arrives at a
waterhole, with many
animals sitting back,
waiting to see how good
the elephant’s mood is
before they venture back
to the water to drink.
Some animals will stay
away entirely until the
elephant leaves again.
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Friendly Kick

Speaking of moods, it was hard to tell if this
pair of zebra were friends or foes. The one at
the back in this shot continued to chase the

other around for a few minutes, and a couple
of times, that hoof caught the jaw of the
pursuing zebra and bent its face out of shape
for a moment, but it didn’t dampen the spirit of
the chaser. | chose this shot over the facial
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blow shot because it sums up the interaction
much better, with the chasing zebra almost
looking like it’s smiling as the other tries to kick
it. See following page.
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To get these shots, with both zebras sharp, | was
shooting at f/11 with my ISO set to 1600, which
enabled me to get a fast shutter speed of 1/2500
of a second, which was necessary to freeze the
action, and the dust kicked up by the zebra. I was
shooting with Canon’s new RF 200-800 mm lens
and had zoomed in to 742 mm for this shot.
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Uncharacteristically Curious Dik Dik

The little guy in this next image is an antelope called a Dik Dik,
caught here looking uncharacteristically curious. They are ©
usually so timid that the moment they see you, usually well
before you stop your vehicle and raise your cameras, they run
into the bushes. You've got to love those big brown eyes,
although I can’t say I'm a massive fan of their rodent-like noses.
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Lilac-Breasted Roller Takes Flight

Another thing we enjoyed and possibly spent
too much time doing on this trip was waiting for
a Lilac-Breasted Roller to take flight. This does
take patience, as often they’'ll fly away as you
park your car. The ones that stick around can
sometimes test your patience and shoulder
strength by sitting it out longer than most
people can hold up a long lens.

They are beautiful birds, though, and
probably one of just a handful of small birds |
am interested in photographing. 1 used a
1/4000 of a second shutter speed to keep it
sharp as it took flight, and was happy to get the
colorful wings spread like this.
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i i As | mentioned during my review of the RF 200-800mm lens, [
Gm’ 05 Cheetoh, o el s shot this image with the 2X Extender fitted, zooming in to the

Tonic? r l . max, for a focal length of 1600 mm. [ know that some people pan
T Y Extenders, but in the right hands, there is no reason to abandon
Next, we came across two brother A the idea of using even the most unforgiving 2X Extender when
Cheetahs sleeping under a tree and G R s vy R you can get image quality like this.
spent some time photographing them in BT T | g i
the morning. However, they probably had
full stomachs and were mostly sleeping,
so they were not very photogenic. We
decided to leave them for a while and go
to lunch. After lunch, when we went back,
they’d moved slightly and were still
relatively lethargic, but at one point, I
managed to get this shot, which [ was
happy with.
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i Greater Kudu

Next, is a shot of a Greater Kudu, which [ shot in
portrait mode, because he was so close, |
thought it more appropriate. | was zoomed in to
800mm without an Extender, so we weren’t that
close, but this felt more like a portrait than a
documentary shot of the entire animal. They are
so majestic, and he seemed so proud as the wind
caught the hair on his neck, and he turned his
head towards the camera almost as though |

was posing him.

Hornbill Ant Feast

After a restroom stop, on our way out of the
nearby Namutoni Camp, we noticed a hornbill,
or flying banana, picking up ants from the glass
and flicking them into ?ot big banana bill. I've
never really photographed the hornbill, but this
behavior felt like a good opportunity and reason
to raise the camera.
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Patient Elephants

Finally, we have three elephant photos to look at. This was a
fantastic shoot that | won'’t forget in a hurry. There was a group
of probably forty elephants at the waterhole and three or four
smaller groups waiting around the edges of the clearing
surrounding the waterhole. There was an obvious pecking order,
or simply a respect for the group already there, and when they
left, another group went to the waterhole, and the rest stayed
where they were, and continued waiting.
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Persecuted Elderly Elephant
Mother

Despite the respect shown among the
groups, | was somewhat disappointed by the
way the groups treated this elderly mother
with a teenage child. They stood waiting until

I T “V4f

- Céby‘ri’dht © 2024~ All Rights Reserv
. e - ’ j" Tt ‘:

.
-

- i beare

all of the larger groups had visited the
waterhole, but when around half of the last
group had moved on, they approached the
waterhole while there was still half a group
there and were promptly driven away.

There was room for them at the waterhole,
but maybe they were treoted_ _ _t}ho_tﬂ way
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because they broke the protocol. I couldn’t
help but wonder why these two elephants
were all alone. The mother was older than
most mothers with teenage children, and |
wondered if that had been a problem in
elephant society. Maybe they frown upon
elderly females with children rather than
going into nanny mode, helping the younger
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mothers with their children instead. It’s pure
speculation, of course, but it didn’t feel like
this was just about the waiting protocol.
They both just looked so sad, and it was
saddening to watch.
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This article was first published on Aug 16, 2024

See You Onlinel

Check out our Tours & Workshops, eBooks and fine
art prints and other products and services, or listen
to the audio of our articles on our website!

https://martinbaileyphotography.com
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