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I’d like to start this week by giving myself
a quick pat on the back, as this is the
800th episode of the Martin Bailey
Photography Podcast! This was the third
photography podcast in iTunes when I
started it back in September 2005, with
Chris Marquardt’s Tips from the Top
Floor as the second oldest and Brooks
Jensen’s Lenswork Podcast being the
oldest, having started Podcasting in
February 2004, before the word Podcast
had even been coined. Although I’ve
dropped back a little to three episodes
per month, I’ve been pretty consistent in
releasing episodes over the years, and
I’m proud to be here still, releasing my
800th episode. I would, of course, like to
thank all of you that continue to listen,
as there would be no point to any of this
if I were simply a tree falling in the forest.

So, I’ll consider my back patted, but
before we jump into the topic for this
week, I apologize if you can hear the
clunking of hard disks in my Drobo 5D3,
which I am currently restoring from a
backup due to a problem. I’ve been
using Drobos for many years now and
never had any problems that I could not
overcome, but despite the Drobo
providing fault tolerance as the main
aspect of their value proposition,
ironically, I always maintain two Drobos
so that I can keep a local backup of all
my data, in case anything happens to
the first, and a number of times, I’ve
been saved by my backup.
Well, three days ago when I came to my
iMac Pro there was a message on the
screen telling me that there was a
problem with my six-month-old Drobo
5D3 and it was in Read-Only mode. I
tried everything and ended up having to
completely reset the unit, wiping all of
my data. Before I did so, I synched my
data with my second Drobo, so no data
was lost, but the restoration of the data
from my backup to the Drobo 5D3 is still

in progress. I’ve waited a few days to
record, hoping it would finish, but it’s
now December 30, and I have to get this
recorded and posted today, so here
goes, with the Drobo turned on and
clunking away.
As Drobo filed for bankruptcy straight
after I bought my 5D3 this summer, and
due to these problems, I’ve decided to
try and move away from Drobo over
time. This problem also caused my
Backblaze cloud backup of over 20
Terabytes of data to be pretty much
wiped clean, so I’m going to make some
major changes to my data backup
strategy that I’ll report on in early
January. It will involve a Synology NAS
system, and I’ll follow up with
information on my new offsite backup
strategy, as it would take years to get my
Backblaze backup synched again if I left
it running.
Anyway, let’s move on to the main topic
for this week, which is my 2022 Top Ten
image selection process. In this month’s
Question Time event that I hold with my
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Patreon Supporters, we discussed why
this exercise is so important, and I’d like
to reiterate a few of my points before we
start.
Whether you are a professional
photographer, providing selections of
images to a client, or a passionate
hobbyist, sharing a selection of images
with friends or camera club members,
it’s vitally important that you present as
few images as possible to avoid
overwhelming your viewers. People don’t
want to sit through hordes of images.
The more you include, the more you risk
losing your audience’s attention.
In addition to this, people will generally
judge your level as a photographer
based on your worst images, not your
best, so we must endeavor to remove
anything that is even slightly lower
quality than the rest of the images in
your set. I’ll talk more about how I whittle
down my selection as we work through
this, but in short, as you try to reach
your target number of images, or simply
as few as possible, throw them up onto

your computer screen or TV and allow
the images to cycle through in a
slideshow. If you feel a slight sag in your
mood as an image comes onto the
screen, remove it. If something makes
you feel better as it appears, it strongly
indicates that it should stay in your
selection.
The yearly exercise of selecting your top
ten images is a great way to learn these
editing skills. It also enables you to build
an archive of selected top tens that you
can revisit over the years to gauge your
progress as a photographer. We should
always strive to get better. Otherwise, we
gradually stagnate, will start and fail to
satisfy our creative appetites, and
eventually will probably fall out of love
with photography altogether.
As usual, I started this year’s selection
process by creating an album in
Capture One Pro, and I went through my
year of final select images, which I
already have copied to my Finals
catalog in the 2022 folder. I was able to
run my first Namibia Tour in three years

https://tipsfromthetopfloor.com/
https://tipsfromthetopfloor.com/
https://www.lenswork.com/lwpod.htm
https://martinbaileyphotography.com/podcast-player/?ep=800&arc=0


back in May, and these shots
dominated my year, but I have had a few
other trips that I also made some
selections from, and I ended up with the
34 that you can see in this screenshot to
start my whittling down process with.
My next task was to look at the groups
which naturally form in my selection,
and I started with the four waterfall
vertical panning shots, as I was
obviously only going to need one of
them. I tried to use the new Cull feature
in Capture One Pro version 23, and
turned on Groups, but the fact that
images are displayed without any
processing makes it very difficult to
decide how much I like my images, as
they all have a certain amount of
processing that needs to be visible to
appreciate the images. Instead, I
reverted to my old method of selecting
each similar image which displays them
all in the Viewer, and then gradually
removed the ones I found less pleasing.
It was pretty easy to remove a few
other images, like the middle shot of
the three from the Five Color Lakes in
Fukushima, as it was simply not as
appealing as the other two, but I did
find it difficult to remove one more,
so I’m stuck with two similar shots for
the time being. I also removed the
Microscope shot of the crystals, as if
I’m honest with myself, it’s only in the
selection to show my gratitude to the
type of photography that saved my
sanity in 2021, but it’s just not good
enough for this year’s top ten.
I was also able to reduce the
Kolmanskop room shots to just the
one with the bathtub in the sand, as
I find this the most appealing, and I
have shared shots similar to the
others in many of my previous year
selections. I removed the dune shot
with the sky in favor of the one with
just the dune extending up to the top
right corner, as I find that more
appealing too. There’s more of a
twist than the straight shot of the
dune with the sky. I also removed two
of the three flamingo shots because

the one with the sun on the horizon still
feels so much better to me. Also, as cute
as the young zebra are, I think the shot
of the adult zebra getting smashed by
the two other bullies is more dramatic
and in a twisted kind of way, more
humorous.

Second Pass 20 Images
At this point, I was down to 20, which you
can see in the following screenshot, and
it is now getting challenging. We’re
starting to get into the phase where
each tap of the delete key is agonizing,
and it’s important to note that this is
precisely what we want when doing this
exercise. If we can get to ten images
quickly, it might be a good indication
that we’ve had a light year, and maybe
need to work a little harder on our
photography.
If I’m honest with myself, and I have to be,
I should admit that the flower shot isn’t
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as good as my previous similar shots in
this area of work, so let’s remove that.
Also, as much as I like the shot of the
Milky Way with the Quiver Trees, it’s
generally a difficult shot to appreciate
on the web, so that’s gone too. I removed
the Giant’s Playground shot, too, as it is
very similar to a shot from a previous
year. Whether I should take that into
account is up for debate, but I tend to
try and keep it in mind.
The shot of the beautiful greens from
our local park had to go, too, although I
do like the mood of that shot. Of the two
remaining Five Color Lake shots, I
decided to remove the one with the tree
on the left third line because the other
shot feels warmer and inviting to me. My
Tatsusawa Fudo Falls shot is also very
similar to last year’s, so I’ll remove that
as well.
Now, based on my feeling as shots come
onto my screen in a slideshow, I’m going

to remove the Kegon Falls shot as well,
as I got a slightly sinking feeling as I saw
it, compared to the previous image. The
same goes for the Himba Goat Herding
shot, as much as I hate to see this go.
Struggling now, I think I’m going to have
to remove the Intensional Camera
Movement shot of the bamboo grove,
and now it’s time to use my secret
weapon and ask my wife which one of
the remaining eleven images she would
remove.
It’s been three days since I prepared to
ask my wife’s advice, and still in the
middle of my Drobo backup crisis, I
finally got around to asking her this
morning. As I showed my final eleven
images, the shot of the Autumnal trees
on the mountain side fell completely flat
on my MacBook Pro screen, so it was a
shared decision to remove that shot,
and I now have my 2022 Top Ten final
selection.
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I’ll include the images below and may have time
later to walk you through each image, but I have
already talked about each of these as I shot
these photos through the year, so a follow-up
Podcast will be low priority, as I do want to
update you on my new data management
strategy next week before I set off for my first
Hokkaido Landscape Tour since the pandemic
hit, and I can’t tell you how excited I am to think
of getting on the road soon with the group.
As usual, I would love to see your Top Ten
selection for 2022, and if you post anything
about the process, please drop a link into the
comments for this post so that I can check them
out, but also others that are following this
process will be able to check out your work as
well. I hope you had a great 2022, and I hope that
2023 is even better. I wish with all my heart that
the people of Ukraine will see an end to their
unjust conflict soon, and I sincerely hope for
peace the world over in 2023 and beyond.
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See You Online!
Check out our Tours & Workshops, eBooks
and fine art prints and other products and
services, or listen to the audio of our articles
on our website!
https://martinbaileyphotography.com


