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When I went mirrorless with the
Canon EOS R and then got my
second mirrorless camera, the

Canon EOS R5, I said that I was going to
try to use them without the battery grip
to keep the size and weight of my system
down. During the pandemic, when I
wasn’t shooting so much, and my tours
all had to be postponed, I didn’t miss the
grip, but when shooting in Namibia this
year, I was reminded how much I dislike
having to crank my hand around to the
shutter button when using the camera in
portrait orientation without a battery
grip. So, with my Japan winter tours
coming up in January and February next
year, I decided it was time to bite the
bullet and get myself a battery grip for
the Canon EOS R5.

The BG-R10 is the grip that fits both the
EOS R5 and R6 and has a cradle that holds
two batteries, giving double the battery
life, but more importantly, and the thing
that Iʼve been missing, is the ability to flip
the camera into the portrait orientation
and still have access to all of the shooting
controls, as you can see in this photo. The
AF-ON button is slightly higher than on the
R5 body, so it takes a little bit of getting
used to, but all of the buttons from the
camera body are replicated on the vertical
grip, with the exclusion of the video record
button, the light button for the LED
display, the Lock button and the Mode
button.

BG-R10 Battery Grip
Vertical Controls

Without the LED, there is no use for the
Light button, and as I generally will be in
landscape orientation when shooting
video, I can live without the video button
and mode button, too, as my main use for
the Mode button is to switch between stills
and video. There is a lock switch on the
battery grip, but that essentially turns off
all buttons on the grip, so it does not
replicate the Lock button, so ultimately,
that is the only button I miss.
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I can reach up with my left hand and press
the lock button with my thumb, though, so
I can live without the lock button too I
guess. Apart from that and the price of the
BG-R10 Battery Grip, which is almost 1.5X
more than previous grips, Iʼm very happy
with it and pleased that I picked it up. The
other related expense, of course, is that
the battery grip made it necessary to
replace my Really Right Stuff L-Bracket. I
really dislike shooting with a camera
without the L-Bracket, and I was using the
smaller version for the R5 without the
battery grip but had to spring for the
BGR10-L bracket as well so that Iʼm
covered with my tripod plates in both the
landscape and portrait orientations. I also
like the extra protection that having the
bracket along the side and bottom of the
camera provides.

BGR10-L Bracket
Letʼs take a step back, though,
and take a look at the BGR10-L
bracket itself in this photo. It has
that signature Really Right Stuff
engineered finish and a wide
mouth in the corner to allow the
battery cradle to be removed to
change batteries without
removing the L-Bracket. As you
can see, the screw that attaches
the bracket to the camera slides
along so that you can loosen that
screw and slide the bracket away
from the camera if you need
more access to the cable ports
on the camera, although you can
access them without sliding the
bracket out. I only slide it out
when attaching the wire
holder for video
use.

BGR10-L Bracket with Hex
Wrench Holder

So that you are never left searching for the
hex wrench to loosen that screw, there is a
hole in the base of the L-Bracket to slide
the wrench into and a magnet to keep it

securely stuck to the bracket.
Itʼs nice that this is a full-sized
hex key on this bracket, as the
sawn-off version that comes
with the smaller non-battery
grip bracket can be difficult to
turn, especially in cold
conditions when your hands are
naturally cold too.
Hereʼs another photo (bottom-
right) to show the battery cradle
clearance of the Battery Grip,
and you can also see how the
side of the bracket provides
access to the cable ports.

70 Degrees of
Articulation

The gap in the side dovetail
plate allows up to 70 degrees of
swivel of the articulated screen
on the camera, as you can see in
the image on the following
page image. This might look
difficult to work with, but in
practical use, Iʼve never really
found it much of a limitation to
not be able to rotate the
articulated display fully.

Episode 796

5

Battery Grip and RRS L-Bracket for Canon EOS R5

Copyright © 2022 - All Rights Reserved



BGR10-L Bracket
Orientations

The other huge benefit of the L-Bracket is
visible in the below image, where I show
the R5 mounted on a tripod in landscape
and portrait orientations. I havenʼt moved
the nodal point to the exact center of the
tripod quick-release bracket for the shot
on the left, but the bracket has these
markings if you need to adjust to keep the
lens axis in the same location as you switch
orientations.
Mounting the camera on the side dovetail
plate like this will keep the center of
gravity above the tripod, reducing the risk
of introducing camera shake. If you flop
the camera over to the side, you lose that
center of gravity, and the camera is more
susceptible to shaking in the wind or even
due to the movement of the shutter,
although this isnʼt such a problem with
mirrorless as there are fewer moving parts.

Bracket Masks
Extended Grip Width

One thing Iʼve seen a few reviewers
complain about is the fact that the BG-R10
battery grip sticks out about 5mm past the
side of the camera, and I did find that a
little bit annoying, but as you can see in
this photo, the L-Bracket masks that to a
degree, so thatʼs a bonus.
You can also see the Multi-Controller on
the back of the grip, which is a very nice
addition, enabling us to move the focus
point around while shooting in portrait
orientation. Also, notice the charge
indicators that show the status of charging
the batteries in the grip if you plug the
camera into a power source. Unfortunately,
this will only charge one battery at a time.
Even more unfortunate is that you cannot
provide just any USB power to charge the
batteries in the grip. You have to use the
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Canon PD-E1 power adapter to charge the
batteries. I own a PD-E1 to power my
camera when using it as a Webcam and for
some microscope imagery work, but I will
never take this on the road to enable
charging the batteries in the grip. I canʼt
help thinking that Canon could have
designed this to use a wider range of USB
power, especially when you consider I have
a third-party double battery charger that
charges two batteries simultaneously and
works with just about any USB power you
can throw at it.

D Loop QD Strap Swivel
Another thing Iʼd like to cover before we
finish is the addition of the QD socket in
the bottom of the RRS bracket. I attach a D
Loop QD Strap Swivel to the Peak Design
camera strap loops, as you to the right.



This makes it possible to easily and
securely connect a strap to the base
plate and remove it quickly by
pressing the button at the top of
the QD connector.

Under-slinging with D
Loops on Plates

As I also have a socket in the base
of the lens plate on my Canon RF
100-500mm lens, as you see here,
I can attach the strap with a QD
connector, and I can then sling the
camera with the strap over my left
shoulder, allowing the camera to
hang upside-down on my right,
which puts the camera in a perfect
position to quickly grab the grip,
and swing it up to my eye to start
shooting.
So, although I tried to avoid going
this route, itʼs nice to have this
system back in my shooting
workflow. I find it much easier to
shoot in portrait mode with the
vertical grip on the battery grip,
and the Really Right Stuff L-Bracket
completes the system.

Affiliate Links
The Canon BG-R10 Battery Grip is
available from our friends at B&H
Photo:
https://mbp.ac/bg-r10
and Amazon:
https://amzn.to/3V3ho6K
These are both affiliate links, so
you help the show out by buying
with these links.
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See You Online!
Check out our Tours & Workshops, eBooks and
fine art prints and other products and services,
or listen to the audio of our articles on our
website!
https://martinbaileyphotography.com


